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Text: 
Galatians 3:6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. 7: 
Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. 8: And the 
scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel 
unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. 9: So then they which be of faith are 
blessed with faithful Abraham. 

Introduction 
Paul under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit wrote this letter to convince the Galatians that 
justification is not by keeping the law or performing religious rituals, but simply by faith in Jesus 
Christ and His finished work on the cross of Calvary. He writes in Galatians 2:21 !... if 
righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.” 

When we studied the first five verses of chapter three, we saw the apostle Paul take the Galatians 
back to their conversion experience and asked them multiple rhetorical questions regarding 
how were they saved or justified. And the answer of course is, they were saved by grace alone, 
through faith alone, and in Christ alone. Today, in our text, we will see how Paul continues his 
argument by using Old Testament Scriptures, starting from Galatians 3:6 to the end 
of Galatians 4 (Galatians 4:31). As you will see this section is saturated with Old Testament 
Scriptures. Paul will appeal to the Old Testament passages because the false teachers known as 
the Judaizers seek to put the believers back under the Old Testament. Paul is going to use an 
illustration of Abraham, the first Jew, and examine how he was made righteous before 
God. Let"s consider this section in three headings, namely, the Faith of Abraham, 
the Righteousness of Abraham, and the Children of Abraham.

I - The Faith of Abraham 
Galatians 3:6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.
The Judaizers insisted that the Law of Moses is the means to salvation, but Paul here will show 
how wrong they were, and he will do it by pointing them to Abraham, who was the father of the 
Jewish nation. The Jews honored Abraham very highly and they were proud of being 
!Abraham's seed.” The Jews in Jesus"# day claimed, !we are the children of Abraham.” 
The Judaizers did the same thing. They boasted that the proof that they are Abraham"s seed is 
that Abraham circumcised his household and therefore circumcision is necessary for salvation. 
Donald Campbell explains that !The Judaizers claimed to have the Old Testament on their side, 
especially looking to Moses as their teacher. But Paul went centuries farther back and said, 



Consider Abraham. How was he, the father of Jewish people, justified? The answer was simple 
and direct.”

And so, Paul turns to Abraham and will show them how Abraham was justified. Was Abraham 
justified by the works of the law or by faith? Reading our text again, !Even as Abraham 
believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” Now, in this Paul is 
quoting Genesis 15:6, where we read, !And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him 
for righteousness.” The Old Testament that the Judaizers claimed to have and to be on their side 
plainly declares how Abraham was justified, how Abraham was declared righteous before 
God. It is simply by believing God! Abraham believed God and His promises, and this 
believing is saving faith. It is the entrustment of his life to the promised made by God to 
Abraham in the gospel. He believed God. So, Paul turns to Abraham as an example of one 
justified by faith.

Essentially, Paul is saying, since you appeal to Abraham as your father, let"s take a look at 
Abraham. Was Abraham justified by the works of the law? The answer is clear. Of course not! 
Abraham was not justified by the works of the law because the law came 430 years later. He 
knew nothing of the Law. He lived four hundred years before the Law was given! (Galatians 
3:17). The law has nothing to do with justification. The law has nothing to do with salvation. As 
Martin Luther says !Let us begin with Abraham and learn how this friend of God was justified 
and saved. Not because he left his country, his relatives, his father"s house; not because he was 
circumcised; not because he stood ready to sacrifice his own son, Isaac in whom he had the 
promise of posterity. Abraham was justified because he believed.” Abraham is a proof from the 
Old Testament that justification is not through the performance of the works of the law and the 
fulfilment of the rite of circumcision but by faith.

In his letter to the Romans, Paul also quotes Genesis 15:6 in Romans 4:3, !For what saith the 
scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness.” Please note 
both in Galatians 3:6 and Romans 4:3, Paul said “Abraham believed God.” Paul did not 
say “Abraham believed about God.” No, Paul said, !Abraham believed God.” Paul 
quotes Genesis 15:6 as Scriptural proof that salvation by faith in God"s promise. Abraham 
believed God and His promise that He was going to bless him and that he was also going to 
be the instrument of God"s blessing. He believed God's promise that, in Abraham, that is, in his 
seed, the whole world would be blessed (Genesis 12:3). This is a confirmation of the gospel 
announced in Genesis 3:15, where God made the promise concerning the Seed of the woman 
who would bruise the head of the serpent which is the promise of the Saviour (Genesis 3:15). In 
other words, Abraham believed the gospel that was preached to him. Look at verse 8, “And the 
scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel 
unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.” The Scripture foresaw that it would 
be on a basis of faith that God would justify the Gentiles, proclaimed the gospel to Abraham, 
and Abraham believed the gospel. And because he believed God and His promises, it was 
accounted to him for righteousness. This brings us to the next heading.



II - The Righteousness of Abraham 
Galatians 3:6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.
Abraham believed God and he was justified, he was declared righteous before God and by 
God. Understand that Abraham was justified many years before he was circumcised and as we 
saw earlier, 430 years before the law was given. He was justified not because he was 
circumcised, he was circumcised because he believed God and was justified. Paul explains 
this in his letter to the Romans.
Romans 4:1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath 
found? 2: For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. 
3: For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for 
righteousness. 

Romans 4:9 Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the 
uncircumcision also? for we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. 10: How 
was it then reckoned? when he was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not in circumcision, 
but in uncircumcision. 11: And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness 
of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that 
believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also:

In Romans 4:11, the word $seal"#means !a token” or !a proof.” Circumcision was only the token, 
a proof—not the means of salvation. Abraham received the mark of circumcision as a token 
or evidence of the righteousness which he had by faith while he was still 
uncircumcised. Circumcision was the seal of his justification. Today, in the New Testament, 
the seal of salvation is the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 1:12 That we should be to the praise of his 
glory, who first trusted in Christ. 13: In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that 
holy Spirit of promise.

When Abraham believed God, his faith was accounted to him for righteousness. The word 
!accounted” is a business term, which means !to put to one"s account” or !to place on deposit” 
or !to impute.” Abraham believed God and it was put to his account, imputed to him, credited to 
him. The accounting of righteousness to Abraham was through faith and this took place 
about 14 years before God gave Abraham the sign of circumcision.

Also note that Abraham was justified not because he had done anything to deserve it but because 
he believed God. John MacArthur points out that !It was not the greatness of Abraham"s faith 
that saved him but the greatness of the gracious Lord in Whom he placed his faith. Faith is never 
the basis or the reason for justification, but only the channel through which God works His 
redeeming grace. Faith is simply a convicted heart reaching out to receive God"s free and 
unmerited gift of salvation.”



Now, what was put to his account? Righteousness. Not his own righteousness, for he had none. 
We read in Romans 3:9-10, !What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have 
before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; As it is written, There is none 
righteous, no, not one.” The righteousness put to Abraham"s account is a !foreign 
righteousness,” meaning it"s a righteousness outside of himself. It is the righteousness of God. 
It is the perfect righteousness of Jesus Christ. That"s justification! Justification is the act of 
God removing from the sinner his guilt and the punishment he deserves and bestowing him the 
perfect righteousness of Christ.
1 Corinthians 1:30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, 
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:

2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in him.

Philippians 3:9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, 
but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:

As sinners, we have no righteousness, but God has given His promise. When we respond to Him 
in faith, believing the gospel of Jesus Christ, His own righteousness is put to our account. So, 
the believer stands, not only innocent and uncondemned, but actually righteous before God. 
That"s grace!

III - The Children of God 
Galatians 3:7 Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of 
Abraham.  
The Jewish religious leaders in Jesus"#days took pride in that they were Abraham"s seed. They 
thought that their physical connection to Abraham is a guarantee of God"s favor. These Jewish 
religious leaders as well as the Judaizers boasted that they are !Abraham's seed” and claimed 
that Abraham was their father. (John 8:33, 39). There are people today who still think that 
salvation is inherited. This is not true. As someone has said, !God has no grandchildren.” You 
may have a godly Christian mother or father but that does not automatically make you a 
Christian. Having saved parents doesn"t automatically make you a saved person or a child of 
God. 

So, who are the true children of Abraham? The apostle Paul will tell us in verse 7. !Know ye 
therefore,” here is the conclusion, based on what is recorded in Genesis 15:6 (that Abraham was 
justified by faith), the conclusion is that all who come by faith are the true spiritual children 
of Abraham. Only those who believe as Abraham believed are the true spiritual children of 
Abraham, the man of faith.

Galatians 3:7 Know ye therefore that they which are of faith ... “They which are of faith” 
speaks of those who had believed unto salvation. Those who are of faith are not those who are 



under the law of Moses, not those who trust in works and in circumcision, but those who are 
justified by faith in Jesus Christ, those whose faith is counted for righteousness. These are the 
spiritual children of Abraham, whether Jew or Gentile. They may be Jew or Gentile or in 
between, it matters not, if they exercise saving faith in Jesus Christ, they are children of God. 
Paul says in Galatians 3:28-29, !There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, 
there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's, then are 
ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.” There are no !second class” 
Christians! As Paul writes in Galatians 3:9, !So then they which be of faith are blessed with 
faithful Abraham.” To receive the blessing of imputed righteousness that Abraham received, one 
must exercise faith, whether Jew or Gentile.

David Guzik writes, “This was a strong rebuke to the Jewish Christians who tried to bring 
Gentile Christians under the law. They believed they were superior because they descended from 
Abraham and observed the law. Paul said that the most important link to Abraham was not the 
link of genetics and not the link of works, but it is the link of faith... Paul knocked down their 
blind reliance on genetic relation to Abraham and showed that what really mattered was faith in 
Jesus. It"s the same today when people believe God accepts them because they come from a 
Christian family. God is a Father, not a grandfather; everyone must have their own faith in 
God.”

Before we close, it is vitally important to know and understand that the believers in the Old 
Testament like believers in the New Testament were saved by grace through faith apart from 
any human works. The only difference is that the Old Testament believers looked forward to 
the coming of the promised $Seed"# of Abraham, through whom the whole world would be 
blessed, while the New Testament believers look back to the $Seed"#that has already come. The 
!Seed"#being the Lord Jesus Christ, the Messiah, the Lamb of God, the perfect sacrificial Lamb, 
which would take away the sin of the world. The people who lived before the cross were saved 
by looking forward to the cross; and those who lived after the cross were saved by looking 
back. 

Spurgeon, !The apostle tells us that the Gospel was preached to Abraham. The true Gospel is no 
new thing; it is as old as the hills. It was heard in Eden before man was driven from the garden, 
and it has since been repeated in sundry ways and in diverse places, even to this day. Oh, that its 
very antiquity would lead men to venerate it, and then to listen to its voice! It is !Gospel,” or 
Good News—the best of news for fallen men. Oh, that they would receive it with gladness!”

Closing Thoughts 
Galatians 3:8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, 
preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. 
The gospel was preached to Abraham before it happened. That"s amazing. But another thing 
that"s amazing to me is who preached it to Abraham? It is none other than God Himself! We do 
not know how much God told Abraham, but what we know for certain is that God told him !In 



thee shall all nations be blessed”. This is not teaching universalism. It is not teaching all people 
in all the nations will be blessed in Abraham, whether they believe or not. Because it says in the 
next verse, !So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham” (v.9). Those who 
are blessed in Abraham are only those among all the nations of the world who exercise faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. These and these alone are those who are blessed in Abraham.

Remember God has no grandchildren, only sons and daughters. Each of us must exercise 
personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ if we are to be blessed in Abraham. Parents cannot believe 
for their children. Children of mom and dad who believe need to believe also. Children of born 
again Christian need to be born again also. The children need to have their own personal 
relationship with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. May you be able to say: 

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus' name. 

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand: 
All other ground is sinking sand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

AMEN!


